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Our sessions aim to provide stand-alone off-site outdoor learning experiences that can also be part of a 
wider classroom programme. Site visits are highly recommended.  

VINE ROAD PROJECT: AN INVESTIGATION 

Change is afoot at Vine Road Recreation Ground! This is not only a great discussion topic about 

current proposals in your local area, but also a great way for us to find out what you and those 

living with you think. Your ideas, your concerns, your thoughts – we want to hear from you!  

Adapted from one of our curriculum-linked sessions with lots of ideas around your local park, this 

can be as simple or complex as you like and remember, there are no right or wrong answers        

Find out more about Vine Road Recreation Ground:  

• Find out more about its history. Why was it a market garden? What is a market garden? 

• Name some of the living things and identify habitats at Vine Road 

• Think about the layers of vegetation and discuss if this is important and why or why not. 

• Think about one possible positive & one possible negative impact on the living things & their 
habitats that may be caused by: things you do when you are at Vine Road; a pump 
track/skate park; a splash park; opening out Beverley Brook; a new outdoor learning centre 

• Nothing is recycled from any of the bins at Vine Road. Do you think this is important? If you 
do, can you think of ways you can help to either change this or lessen the impact? 

• Consider how things we do or don’t do today may have an effect over a long period of time 

• Identify and use the eight points of a compass 

• Find out about What3Words and name the three words that identify Vine Road play area 

• Write to us, create an annotated sketch of what you would like to see – or both! 

 

Fancy a bit of role-play? Here are just a few of the many different groups and individuals 
(stakeholders) with an interest in the project. Take on the role of one of these people. Imagine you 
are taking part in a debate where everyone must present their views to the Leader of the Council:  
 

Dog Walker Elderley Couple 

Environmental Group Ice Cream Van Owner 

Local School Groups Youth Centre 
 

 

Message from FoBC Chairman Mike Hildesley: 
 
Vine Road has been a popular recreation ground for the local community for nearly 100 years. Times have 
changed; Society’s needs have changed; ideas on wellbeing, education and recreation have changed. We 
believe the time has come to see what can serve the community better for the next 100 years 
 
We aim to keep what is loved; provide the upgrades the community wants; and to inspire with a beacon 
building for lifelong outdoor learning across generations.  
  
We want the Vine Road Project to be about living in the 21st century, putting the Environment into the heart 
of the project, with good eco-design, landscaping that reflects changes in climate, that makes best use of 
existing assets (such as the stream), and which serves the need for some to find peace and quiet while others 
seek to let off steam  or meet to socialise. 

mailto:eduction@barnescommon.org.uk
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https://what3words.com/news/emergency/three-words-for-a-faster-emergency-response/
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CURRICULUM LINKS 

KEY STAGE TWO 

Science (Living things and their habitats): Pupils should explore examples of human impact (both 
positive and negative) on environments 

History: local history study 

Art: create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas 

Geographical skills and fieldwork: use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure to build 
knowledge of place. Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present features in local 
areas inc sketch maps, plans, graphs, digi tech 

Maths: measure and calculate the perimeter of a rectilinear figure in centimetres and metres 

 

Some words and things to think about: market garden; abiotic/biotic; contamination; 
continuity/change; cause/consequence; similarity/difference; significance; habitat; infrastructure; 
impact; vegetation layers: emergent; canopy; understory; forest floor; fungi, abiotic, annotate, 
biotic, built environment, vegetation, North/true North, how to annotate a sketch correctly,  
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