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NEWSLETTER OF THE

FRIENDS OF BARNES COMMON

Summer 2019

W

FoBC receives
Queen’s Award

e are very pleased to announce that FoBC has received the
Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service for its conservation and
educational work involving Barnes Common and the Vine Road
recreation ground.

This is the highest award given to local volunteer groups across the
UK and recognises outstanding work done in their own communities.
As chairman and principal driving force behind FoBC, Mike does get
his reward with tea at Buckingham Palace this summer!

Above left: Mike leads a recent history walk on the Common and on the right, from January,
the hugely popular Wassail to celebrate our new orchard at the Former Goods Yard.
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From the Chairman

We are very proud to have been recognised with the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service, so I’d like to
take this opportunity to thank all of our volunteers and members for their amazing contributions, but
also to reflect on what has been achieved by FoBC in its 26 years. From its humble origins as a group of
litter-pickers it has become a charitable company with a turnover of £100,000 a year, a membership of
350 and some 90 active volunteers clocking up well over 5,000 hours per year.
We have also:

• Improved the cleanliness, safety and access of the common –
more bins, better lighting, resurfaced footpaths, new desire
line paths.
• Recovered nearly 1ha of common land on resolution of the
former goods yard which now hosts a community orchard
(picture right, one of our volunteers watering the orchard).

• Developed our educational work to include teacher training,
outdoor learning for local schools, continued our Yaffles group for families, art & science
sessions and programmes for Duke of Edinburgh award students.
• Expanded our nationally rare lowland acid grassland coverage
from 5ha to 8.5ha and quality from 10% to 30% prime.

• Enhanced our wetland habitat with a new reedbed area
and new ponds, along with transforming some parts of the
brook (middle right) and its marginal habitat.
• Improved woodland management by thinning

under storey, reducing non-natives and planting hedges.

• Managed the Old Cemetery as part of the nature reserve
and maintained access to the war graves and those of
local notables.
• Demonstrated the significant value of the Common as a
haven for wildlife, with regular species surveys and
provision of nesting boxes, habitat piles, beetle loggeries
and log beehive.
• Tackled issues of unauthorised access, rough sleepers,
fly-tipping, car parking and encroachment.
• Initiated a growing project at Vine Road with the
installation of a polytunnel (bottom right) and raised
beds for those without gardens or wanting to learn
about food growing.

• Masterminded the refurbishment of the pavilion at Vine Road
recreation ground to provide a wonderful new space for community use.
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• Plus there is more to come! We will be increasing our
focus on ‘Outdoor Learning’, embedding our ‘SLOWER’
approach and looking to provide new facilities at Vine
Road to increase social cohesion and enjoyment for the
whole community through play and exercise.

Once again - thank you all for your support! – long may
this continue and help to further shape FoBC’s philosophy
of ‘thinking global and acting local’ and to deliver on the
environmental and social issues that matter to us all.

Above: Botany & Photography Walk in May.

Growing

Community food growing at Vine Road is becoming more established year by year with sweet
peas, tomatoes, sunflowers, basil, courgettes, aubergines, cucamelon and spaghetti squash all
on display … why not pop in and have a look!
Certainly the addition of our polytunnel, bug hotel, raised beds and wormery have all become
very popular while Sharon has been running ‘twilight’ sessions for those who have had a hard
day at work and want to unwind in the evening with some gardening activity.

New schools

For the 2019/20 academic year, we are delighted to announce that we will be working closely

with St Michael's Montessori Nursery and St Osmund’s Primary School, across all year groups.

FindersKeepers

Based on the evocative words and exquisite images conjured by Robert Macfarlane and Jackie
Morris in their book The Lost Words, the words of acorn, bluebell, bramble, conker, magpie,

dandelion, fern, ivy, willow and starling will provide the backdrop for our formal and informal
outdoor learning opportunities over the next year – and we are super-excited!

We have launched a new initiative called FindersKeepers on the longest day of the year, 21st
June 2019, which will last for one earthly circle of the sun and finish on 21st June 2020.

Whether you are growing up, grown up, visiting, or moved away but have fond memories of

the Common, we need you! Help us to gather and share stories, pictures and experiences that
are related tothese 'lost words' here on Barnes Common. Why not sign up for one of our
holiday FindersKeepers sessions! (see back page)

To find out more, contact the Keeper: finderskeepers@barnescommon.org.uk or visit

FindersKeepers portal: barnescommon.org.uk/get-involved/learn-with-us/finders-keepers/
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Common News
What’s in the Beverley Brook?

We are always looking to increase the number of standardised surveys conducted across the Common, as these
allow us to know what’s actually under our noses and
over time, how well various species are faring. One of
our newest surveys is the Anglers Riverfly Monitoring
Initiative (ARMI) run by South East Rivers Trust (SERT)
and conducted on the Beverley Brook. This uses kick
samples to collect invertebrates from the riverbed
which are then categorised into eight different groups
after which a score is calculated based on the numbers found. This survey is being done by
several different groups all along the brook and allows us to not only monitor the health of the
watercourse but can provide a warning system to any potential pollution events where
invertebrate numbers will drop following the release of pollution.

Above Left: Damselfly nymph. Above Right: Juvenile flounder. Top: Will and two of our volunteers, Louise
and Stephanie, examine what they have found from one of the sweeps of the river bed.

Although not part of the official monitoring programme, so far we’ve been lucky enough to catch
juvenile flounder, minnows and damselfly nymphs. We’ve also had two sightings of European eels
(Anguilla anguilla), one of which had unfortunately just been picked up by a heron! European eels
are Critically Endangered (IUCN Red List) and so it is fantastic news that they are being spotted on
the Beverley Brook. The lifecycle of the eel is still partly unknown, but we do know that they travel
from the Sargasso Sea as larvae, spending up to twenty years in European rivers and streams,
before heading back as adults to the Sargasso Sea where they spawn.

All of this amazing wildlife has been found within ten metres of the bridge over the brook (leading
to the Green), so please do be considerate when letting your dogs (and children) into the brook, as
they can cause a considerable amount of disturbance, even if you can’t see it!
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This newsletter has been brought to you by editors Adrian Podmore and Andrew Wilson, all our contributors,
and our ﬂeet of wonderful volunteer posties. Photos (unless stated): Andrew Wilson and Sharon Morgan.
Please contact Sharon if you would like to be involved in any way.
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Return of the hedgehog survey

Following on from last year’s successful camera trap hedgehog survey with ZSL, we are carrying out a
repeat survey this summer. Throughout July, as well as covering the Common, surveys will cover Putney Lower Common and the green corridor that links Barnes Common with Richmond Park. This
will include Roehampton Club, Palewell Park and the Bank of England Sports Club, hopefully providing data on the presence or absence of hedgehogs in these areas. If you would like to get involved
with helping to set up the cameras or to donate towards the cost of survey then please do get in
touch or come and find us at Barnes Fair.

Paddock’s Pop Up Cafe:

After a huge amount of
preparatory work, this May Day saw the successful launch of
an exciting new venture where Paddock School opened the
doors of the newly refurbished pavilion to members of the
public with their Pop Up Cafe. Paddock Secondary School is
a Wandsworth maintained special school for pupils aged 11 19 years old with autistic spectrum disorders and moderate
to severe learning difficulties.

With a menu focussed on healthy options including homemade hummus, carrot & cucumber sticks,
fruit platters as well as cakes, teas, and coffees, feedback from customers has been really positive.
We already have a few regular customers which is great for the students’ confidence. Indeed,
teachers at Paddock have already noticed improvements in their students’ communication with
members of the public and their level of independence in setting up the cafe each time.
So between 11.00 – 13.00 every Wednesday during term-time, the café is open for business where
students are able to showcase their customer service abilities and use their skills learnt through
food-tech and cafe training sessions.

From the first contact with Paddock over three years ago, our partnership has not only flourished but
led to a strong desire to increase outdoor learning opportunities and strengthen provision for student participation within the wider community. There has also been unbounded enthusiasm, laughter and a few tears along the way but we are so grateful to everyone who has helped bring this
project to fruition and make it such a success.

Your patch:

Would you like to look after your own patch of the Common!?

FoBC is looking to start a scheme whereby the Common could be divided into a number of easily
manageable spaces where local residents could take ‘ownership’ of a chosen area. With such heavy
pedestrian use and many roads crisscrossing the Common, rubbish removal is unfortunately a never
ending task. While FoBC will still be responsible, the principal aim would be to keep the area tidy, you
could also be its eyes and ears and report to us any instances of anti-social behaviour, or even better,
any interesting wildlife sightings! Please let us know if you would be interested by contacting the
office - we will have more to say about this in our Autumn OTC.
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‘Travels with my Camera’

Local photographer and Friend of Barnes Common, Andrew Wilson, brings us
up to date with what’s been catching his eye on the Common recently.

Sheep’s Sorrel

The status of Barnes Common as a Local Nature Reserve and a Site of Nature
Conservation Interest is due mainly to the make-up of its soil and the resulting acid
grassland, which may surprise some as being quite a rare habitat. A characteristic plant
of acid grassland is Sheep’s Sorrel, which has been spectacular this year, with great
swathes of red seen across the Common. The plant grows in dense patches due to
its interconnecting root structure and is crucially, one of the main larval food plants
of the Small Copper butterﬂy.

Butterﬂies return to the Common

As a nature photographer, I am extremely partial to our butterﬂies and relish their
return each year. I am not alone, as you may see on good weather days, volunteers
walking a predetermined route known as a transect and recording and monitoring
butterﬂy species and numbers.
Below Left: Female common blue. Right: Green hairstreak
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Above Left: Male orange tip. Right: Meadow brown.

Nuthatches ‘mudding’ in Ranelagh Woods

One of the nest boxes built and put up by FoBC in
Ranelagh Woods had some special occupants this
spring, namely a pair of Nuthatches. The give-away is
the mud formation around the hole, which is something they do in trees to avoid larger birds penetrating
their nests and when they come to use nest boxes
they can’t help but do the same.

Tree creepers spotted in Paddock Wood

I am grateful to our manager, Will, for letting me
know that despite the rain some tree creepers had
ﬂedged in Paddock Wood. Not as common as we’d
like, this was a realy good ﬁnd.
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Early years sessions are free for members or
first-time visitors!
Family Membership is from £10 annually.

ADDRESS
LABEL

Summerr Sessions: Vine Road Pavilion SW13 0NE
E.
Placess are limited and mustt be pre-booked.
COME FOR FUN
N AND DRE
ESS
SS FOR MES
SS
S
Contact: education@barnescommon.org.uk

Summer
Fun for All!

CRAFTY
Y SCIENCE
Suitable forr ages 7 Ȃ 14.
Time: 10.15 Ȃ 13.15
Snack and drink needed. Costt:: £15.00
Monday 29th July: FindersKeepers. Calling all
searchers, makers, scientists and creators Ȃhelp
the Keeper strengthen the Portals!
Monday 5th Aug:
Aug River
Life. You ne ed shoes that
 
can get wet and a change of clothes for this one!







th
Monday 12 Aug: All things Bees. Identify local

beesǡǮǯǡmake your own
beeswax candles to take home!

  hAug
hͽAug
ǯ:
SUMM
MER SPROU
RO TS
10.15 Ȃ 11.45. TUESDAYS
30th July; 6th Aug
Aug; 13th Aug
Sowing, growing, watering, feeding the
wormery, exploring minibeasts, laughing,
learning more about how our food grows!

ART IN
N NATURE
R
10.15 Ȃ 11.45. WEDNESDAYS
31st July; 7th Aug
Aug; 14th Aug
Part off our FindersKeepers Lost Words
project. Activities include treasure hunts;
unts;
drawings, and storytelling.

FindersKeepers

Two dates for your diary! Barnes Fair Saturday 13th July where we will have our
normal stand and our Paella & Pudding evening event on 17th July at The Pavilion.
On the Common is published by The Friends of Barnes Common, Charity number 1153079.
The paper we use for our newsletter is FSC certiﬁed & sourced from sustainable resources.
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