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Rainbow

Rock Garden
Welcome to the summer issue of ‘On the Common’. In
these difficult times, we are pleased to announce that we
have a new and inspirational feature at the Vine Road
Recreation Ground in the form of a rainbow rock garden.
Created by George Summers, a 12-year-old local resident
who says….
"I started the rock garden at the start of
lockdown for the whole community to get
together. I thought it would be nice for
everyone to paint a rock and place them
together at the bottom of the Palm tree to
show that we are all together even though
we are apart during lockdown. It is has
been nice to see so many people getting
involved and there is still lots of space so
please paint your own rock and place it
under the Palm tree. Thank you."
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From the Chairman, Mike Hildesley
Firstly, a very warm welcome to all of our new Friends who have helped double our
number to well over 600 since last year. May I also thank all of you who have generously
made dona�ons, allowing us to con�nue with our ini�a�ves over and above the work
funded by the Council. Our thanks too, to all of our staff who have stayed so cheerful and
posi�ve and to those volunteers who have con�nued their li�er picking and meant we
have received so many comments about how lovely the Common looks.
Our main response to Covid has been to provide a huge range of ideas for home learning
and informa�on about the Common and its wildlife on our website, supported by social
media, in keeping with our long term aim of improving Outdoor Learning as a life�me
interest for all ages. We hope there is something inspiring for everyone!
Lockdown has inevitably brought its challenges, but fortunately we have been able to stay
ac�ve – in fact, arguably we are busier than ever but clearly the Common has come under
significant pressure. Octavia Hill and her small team saved the Common in 1866 and we need
to spare it for future genera�ons. We aim to create a bridge between People and Nature,
between the built environment and the outdoors as a seamless whole, thereby developing
wider respect for all the open spaces we have. This is what outdoor learning is all about.

Annual General Mee�ng: normally held in June, but can be any �me un�l the year end. We will
consider if a mee�ng can be held this summer – with social distancing – or if we have to resort to
ZOOM or equivalent but we will keep you informed.
Financials: we await our audited figures. These will show a small deficit, which we had budgeted for,
but our reserves and income remain strong enough to maintain current business through 2020. Longer
term, we are addressing the revenue genera�on we will need to con�nue developing our conserva�on
and outdoor learning ini�a�ves.
Board membership: we operate with a small board of six at present, as well as with commi�ees with
specific interest in the Common or Vine Road. We con�nue to consider addi�onal members for both
the Board and the Commi�ees, so if you are interested please let us know.
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Wear & Tear
With a three to four fold increase in visitors including many on bikes, we have had to fence
off some areas to protect the Common’s fragile acid grassland (see the Ups & Downs below
le�). However, even a�er a few weeks the contrast in vegeta�on growth is already striking
while the invertebrate popula�on has also benefited too (below right, Bee Wolf)

Vine Road Project
Following the ini�al public consulta�on late last year, further progress has inevitably been
impacted by lockdown. However, with con�nued support from LBRuT, new landscaping and an
Outdoor Learning & Social Hub will be at the heart of this project: we will be looking at
significant landscaping improvements such as the Beverley Brook margin, gardens and growing
projects, quiet sea�ng areas as well as the development of a water play and a pump track for
scooters and boarders. Reducing vehicle movements, encouraging exercise for people and dogs,
ensuring be�er toilet facili�es and providing a cafe or kiosk are all on the agenda too.
A new website for the project will be launched very shortly, a�er which we hope to appoint
landscape architects to produce detailed designs which can then be used for further consulta�on
with the public and stakeholders as well as for planning applica�ons and funding bids.

Beyond FindersKeepers - Cornucopia
FindersKeepers has now finished but it has given rise to our
next exci�ng new project - Cornucopia. This is a curriculumlinked space where you can showcase your crea�vity through
story, song, drawing, poem or dance by anything that has
inspired you by spending �me in Nature and the outdoors.
Please see our website for more informa�on or contact Sharon.

From FoBC’s Conserva�on Manager, Will Dartnell
To say it’s been a busy period for us over the last few months would be an understatement!
Fortunately my colleague Will Sco�-Mends (aka Will2) has been brilliant at helping to keep things
going and indeed become an invaluable part of the FoBC team since he joined us 18 months ago.
However, despite our best efforts, the job list just gets longer - the missing link is obvious though …our
volunteers! Pre-covid, every Wednesday morning saw the coming together of the conserva�on ‘vol
squad’ which has become a formidable work force – last winter the squad were averaging 18 hours a
week, i.e. over 2 days of addi�onal effort that allows for valuable conserva�on work that might not be
completed otherwise. It’s safe to say it’s my favourite day of the week. Birthdays are celebrated, the
world put to rights, passers-by engaged, new volunteers warmly welcomed and the air frequently filled
with laughter. Hopefully, this will resume as soon as official guidance permits and we can do it safely but
if there is one golden rule that I’ve learnt over the last few years it’s this; never ever forget the biscuit �n!

It’s survey �me
We are slowly ge�ng our surveys and transects back up and running. New ‘Bu�erfly Conserva�on’
transects have been set up for the Orchard and Leg ‘o’Mu�on, dragonfly and damselflies are being
recorded biweekly while monthly surveys of invertebrate abundance of the Beverley Brook help to
monitor water quality. Will2 walks a regular bird transect and soon we should have sta�c recorders to
monitor bat ac�vity across the Common and Leg o’ Mu�on. The camera trap hedgehog survey, run
through ZSL, will take place again this year, expanding out to Leg o’Mu�on and covering some streets in
Barnes. If you are interested in helping out with any of our survey work, we would love to hear from you.
Below Left: Blue Damselfly Right: Black Tailed Skimmer Dragonfly (photos by Will Scott-Mends)
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Recent sigh�ngs
There are plenty of emperor dragonflies around on the Common at the moment - large, electric blue
in colour and o�en inquisi�ve, they can be found patrolling territories away from the water. The kestrel
and sparrowhawk can also be frequently seen while there are five pairs of common terns nes�ng at
Leg o’Mu�on along with two pochard chicks s�ll being closely guarded. Ce�’s and reed warblers can
be heard singing from the reedbeds while the tawny owl has successfully raised one owlet this year.

Above Left: Reed Warbler pictured at the Leg o’Mutton. Right: Emperor Dragonfly.

Wellbeing and the Outdoors:
It’s increasingly recognised that being outdoors and
taking exercise is not only good for people’s physical
condi�on but also their wellbeing. This is not just as
an an�dote to lockdown: the importance of connec�ng
with Nature is increasingly seen as a vital element in
living a well-balanced life. We love the fact that some
people have told us that they have not only discovered
the Common for the first �me during lockdown but
that it has rescued their sanity too!

A lot of rubbish!
With several �mes the normal number of visitors to the Common recently, li�er has increased
propor�onately. Bin rounds are now daily and some�mes even twice daily compared to the usual
twice weekly. Our message is please take your rubbish home - not only to reduce pressure on the
bins but also because nothing is currently recycled. Raiding foxes, oversized pizza boxes and large bags
which jam the bin lids all become issues. Longer term we will be running a pilot project at Vine Road
to separate recyclables (the bins are on order but delayed by lockdown). While BBQ’s are prohibited
in public spaces, we would like to see this warning and the associated fire risk printed on the
packaging of disposable BBQ’s – we are considering a campaign about highligh�ng this issue.
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Seeing the trees
Trees make a vital contribu�on to air quality, temperature, climate modera�on and our
own well-being. We will report more on this in the future but we are seeking to significantly
expand and enhance the conserva�on management of our woodland habitat as there is
considerable poten�al for improving its age structure and the biodiversity it supports, as
well as protec�ng our na�ve trees and removing invasive non-na�ves.

Above: The field off Vine Road with Paddock Wood beyond one drama�c evening in early April.

Staying in touch
Please help us encourage more people to join, it costs nothing and it is good fun
h�ps://barnescommon.org.uk/about-us/support-us/
Our website and social media pla�orms provide updates on all out projects and ini�a�ves.
•
•
•
•
•

Sunflower Superhighway: We send free seeds to families - look out as plants start to
peek over fence tops!
Finding Treasure in Nature: Beau�ful series of free downloadable resources
Monday with Mike: Mike introduces us to a new tree each week
Birds on Barnes Common: More about the Common’s birds from Adrian
Conserva�on Blog: regular updates from Will

The one-stop-shop to keep up to date with FoBC’s latest news is:
h�ps://barnescommon.org.uk/latest-news/ or contact Sharon: educa�on@barnescommon.org.uk
to find out more about any of our projects.
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On the Common is published by the Friends of Barnes Common, Charity number 1153079.
The paper we use for our newsle�er is FSC cer�fied & produced from sustainable sources.

‘Travels with my Camera’
Local photographer and Friend of Barnes Common, Andrew Wilson, brings us
up to date with what’s been catching his eye on the Common recently. You can follow
Andrew’s ‘travels’ on Twi�er and Instagram @WildLondonPics

Its been an extraordinary year weather-wise, but what struck me most about the early
spring was the abundance of Green Alkanet that we had and how much nature relies on it
as a source of nectar, with two examples above, an Orange Tip bu�erfly and a Bumble Bee.

Being locked in, as it were, I started to take a more forensic look at the Common and it was
amazing what you could find if you looked hard enough, the Grass Spider above for instance. I
also made many more visits to the Leg o’Mu�on and enjoyed seeing all the new life appear.

‘Growing Together’
The Vine Road ‘Growing Together’ project where the local community can access our raised beds and
polytunnel has not only con�nued, but is flourishing during lockdown with an ac�ve group of around
20, comprising individuals and families.
Our Community & Outdoor Learning Lead, Sharon Morgan,
is delighted saying ‘it is fantas�c to see the project taking on
its own iden�ty with an ever increasing community feel ‘
Natalie Middleton, one of our growers sums it up best:
‘Being new to the project myself I didn't quite know what
to expect, other than being thrilled to finally have the
opportunity to try growing my own veg. Being a part of
the project has brought me so much joy and given me a
much needed sense of purpose during this difficult �me.
From cha�ng to the other growers when we cross paths,
to checking in on how everyone's beds are doing, the
project has given me a wonderful sense of community. Every �me I'm down at the beds, passers-by
stop to chat, ask about the project, what I'm growing and what they're growing at home. It’s been
lovely to speak to people of all ages that I never would have interacted with otherwise, especially
during a �me when our ability to socialise has been so limited.
In my own bed, a space of just 2m by 1m, I am growing le�uce, radishes, beetroot, spring onion, leeks,
peas, French beans, tomatoes, peppers, strawberries and courge�es. It’s amazing what you can do
with such a small amount of space! Since adop�ng my raised bed, I find myself eyeing up green spaces
everywhere, from the edges of roads to people’s barren front gardens, thinking how wonderful it
would be if we could use more space to grow!
The project has greatly improved my well-being, from the simple joy of touching the earth, watching
my plants grow and flourish to sharing a common connec�on with strangers as they pass by.’
The good news is that keeping to LBRuT’s guidelines for allotment, we are now designing further ,
‘socially-distanced’ raised beds to accommodate our Li�le Sprouts and prospec�ve newcomers there is currently a short wai�ng list but please contact Sharon if you would like to know more.
This newsle�er has been brought to you by editors Adrian Podmore and Andrew Wilson, all our contributors,
and our fleet of wonderful volunteer pos�es. Photos (unless stated) by Andrew Wilson.

