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NEWSLETTER OF THE

FRIENDS OF BARNES COMMON

FoBC have a sparkling
new Pavilion at Vine Road
Winter 2018/19

F

oBC hosted its very first Open
Day at our newly refurbished
Pavilion on Saturday October 27,
where members, council officers,
volunteers and a steady stream of
interested visitors came to hear
and discuss possible plans for the
future of Vine Road.
Continued over the page...
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Open Day to celebrate the newly refurbished Pavilion

The Barnes Ponder initiative recognised that young people have limited facilities in this
neighbourhood, so one idea has been a pump track which can be used by not only the
whole family but also for those with mobility issues at any age! The day did much to
explain what a pump track is and to allay the fears of many about creating a ‘concrete
urban jungle’. Pump tracks can be sculpted into the landscape while young people’s
involvement at the planning stage can help ensure it is ‘owned’ and thus more cared for.
Many thanks to Steve Puente who arranged for King Ramps to bring some demonstration
ramps and boards, so young people could ‘have a go’ – which they did in large numbers.
Left: an example of a
pump track. (picture pro-

vided by Mike Hildesley).

Right and below: The
apple press in action.

Other ideas included the possibility of a ‘Splash pad’ – unfortunately, converting the
existing paddling pool is just not economically viable but fountains and splash units can
provide really fun attractions for everyone which can be combined with a smaller paddling
pool for the very young, as well as ‘beach’ or sunbathing areas for the whole family.
If the number of visitors does increase and becomes more predictable, a kiosk may be

possible, while we are already looking forward to Paddock School bringing their Café to

the Pavilion on a pop-up basis on Wednesdays during term-time from January. If there is

proven demand and the necessary footfall, a more permanent café / meeting space might
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be an option. Other ideas included setting up a Vine Road user group while re-naturalising the Beverley Brook by removing the fencing and bringing it back into the landscape
might be another option.

Many thanks to ‘& Feast’ for all the teas and cakes and to Adam Russell who very
generously donated the proceeds to FoBC. Thanks also to Ringden Farms who donated
the apples for pressing and to the Orchard Project for use of a press on the day. The
juice was delicious!
While there are plenty of ideas, we recognise that consultation will be key and that it

is vitally important that we do not lose sight of the fact that users love this park for its

children’s playground, dog exercising, family outings and picnics in summer. If you have
any ideas or concerns do contact us via enquiries@barnescommon.org.uk

The open day also gave friends and visitors an opportunity to see our new polytunnel.

Vine Road is also the base for most of the community work that we do, organised and

run by Sharon Morgan, much of it involving local children, which going by these recent
pictures would appear to be great fun. (picture above left courtesy of Rashadee Miller)

3

On The Common Winter 2018_Layout 1 21/11/2018 10:48 Page 4

Common News
Bees!!

Our new log beehive has been buzzing all summer, but
before the arrival of chillier autumn weather, we decided
to have a look inside with the help of local beekeepers,
Carole and Andy. The base was well sealed with propolis
but after removing, there was plenty of comb and more encouragingly, no signs of
verroa mites or deformed wing virus. The thick walls of the log hive will help keep it
warm through the winter months, reducing the bees’ demands on honey reserves.
Thanks to Penny Smallshire and Richard Bullock, we have
discovered we are fortunate enough to have a colony of
ivy bees on the Common. The areas of south-facing, bare,
sandy soil provide the perfect spot for these solitary bees
to burrow and create a chamber in which the female lays
her eggs. As the name suggests, these bees forage solely
on ivy and time their emergence with its flowering.

Bat Walk

Above: An Ivy Bee and
below, a Tawny Owl. Picture
top by Carole Marshall.

With the help of Wendy Knight, a very knowledgeable
bat enthusiast, we had a walk around the Common one
evening in September. Spotting a tawny owl near the
station was a good start but we were then treated to a
dusk feeding display by both common and soprano
pipistrelles and later picked up calls from daubentons
and noctules near the Beverley Brook.

Hedgehogs in the Spotlight

As part of our recent survey in conjunction with the Institute of Zoology at ZSL and
with the help of a great team of volunteers, 30 cameras were set up across Barnes and
Putney Lower Common. After being in place for three weeks, the cameras have now
been returned to ZSL for analysis and while we await the results, we can happily
confirm that the first few cameras checked did have pictures of hedgehogs on them,
which is brilliant news! Speaking of good news, Michel Birkenwald has just won a 2018
IFAW Animal Action Award for his work locally for hedgehogs, congratulations to him!
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New Orchard Project

Heralding back to the numerous market gardens and orchards that were once found
across Barnes, we will be planting 20 fruit trees this winter on the Former Goods Yard.
The trees will be a mix of apple, pear, cobnut, plum and cherry.

Picture Rashadee Miller

Above: Our Little Sprouts and their adults were on hand to watch as the first holes are dug.

While an orchard project is always exciting we should air one note of caution – from
its previous use as a railway goods yard, the ground is considered to be contaminated.
To allow for this we have had to dig 20, 1m3 holes and fill with good soil – fortunately
the feeding roots of fruit trees stay mainly in the top couple of feet while evidence
from other orchard sites on similar land has so far suggested that the fruits themselves
do not take up any of the contaminants. Nevertheless, once the trees start fruiting we
will be sending samples away for analysis.
We will also be planting a few fruit trees at Vine Road as well so watch out for Sharon’s
winter wassail in the New Year!

Autumn Arrivals

Just as the first swallows herald the coming of spring and
summer, an influx of redwings often announces the start
of autumn on the Common. Redwings are our smallest
thrush species and breed in Scandinavia and Iceland
Redwing from Adrian Podmore.
before heading south each year to avoid the harsh winters there. They can often be
heard migrating overhead at night time where the thin ‘tseep-tseep’ calls are a give-away.
A few have already been seen flying over the Common but soon they will find their
way to the holly trees and strip them of their berries before heading to the woodland
floor and grasslands looking for worms and other invertebrate prey. The easiest place
to see them is usually along the paths between Vine Road and the station.
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Winter work on the Common

The coming autumn and winter months are usually the busiest times for work on the
Common, where woodland management includes the phased removal of non-native
species such as robinia, holm oak, turkey oak, norway maple and some sycamore.
Many of these crowd out and dominate our native species that have developed symbiotic relations over thousands of years resulting in oak and willow supporting over 870
insects. In direct contrast, holm oak and robinia support a grand total of seven!
We will also be protecting and increasing the areas of lowland acid grassland by
removing encroaching scrub and saplings and maintaining the mosaic of grassland,
scrub, woodland and wetland habitats, so supporting the greatest level of biodiversity.

We do understand that at times, this work can appear to be destructive to those
passing by but please be assured this follows a long-term management plan to maintain
and enhance this valuable local nature reserve.
We always look forward to welcoming new volunteers so if you would like to get
involved, please contact Will at manager@barnescommon.org.uk

Above: The Former Goods Yard last winter.

SLOWER!!

We have a brand new scheme called SLOWER which has been devised by our very
own Sharon Morgan. It was ﬁrst aired at our Open Day and we are hoping it will catch
on with our members and supporters – SLOWER covers a whole range of ideas and aims
but the picture below probably says it best!
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Of course, it is not easy to make changes overnight, but we are now looking at all of our
activities to reﬂect our new scheme. For example, in the kitchen we aim for eco-friendly
products and in the park we are working with the council to have recycling bins on site
and also asking people to consider having a SLOWER picnic by avoiding single use
plastics and by using biodegradable wipes. In the garden we are moving away from
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plastic pots and using wooden seed trays, peat-free
compost and encouraging our gardeners to have a go
at making their own bio-degradable pots from old
newspaper and to learn more about companion and
water-wise planting.

Please do get in touch with Sharon if you would like to
ﬁnd out more or help with promoting SLOWER.
(there is a larger version of the Taking it SLOWER poster over the page).

On the Common is published by The Friends of Barnes Common, Charity number 1153079.
The paper we use for our newsletter is FSC certiﬁed & sourced from sustainable resources.

Recent pictures taken across the common

Clockwise from top left:The last common blue on the common mid October, orange peel
fungus, Orb spider and Maisie’s Meadow as we went to press mid November.
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Contact us/ Join us/ Volunteer with us
tĞƚƌƵůǇĐĂŶ͛ƚĚŽŝƚǁŝƚŚŽƵƚǇŽƵ- ƐŽƉůĞĂƐĞĚŽŶ͛ƚďĞƐŚǇ͊
Involvement with the Friends of Barnes Common is just that ʹ joining friends with a Common
interest! We offer a wide range of volunteering opportunities. Whether you are looking for a
regular commitment to be a part of our day-to-day work, have a particular area of interest, or
ƉƌĞĨĞƌƚŽďĞŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ͚ƚĂƐŬďǇƚĂƐŬ͕͛ƚŚĞƌĞŝƐƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐĨŽƌǇŽƵ͘It is a great way to become involved
through a role that will undoubtedly be varied and enormously satisfying. So whether you wish to
join us for a day a month; weekly, or even just one week a year ʹ please get in touch!
Tell us:
Visit us:
Like and Share us!

enquiries@barnescommon.org.uk
https://barnescommon.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/barnescommon/

UPCOMING DATES FOR DIARY
Please check the calendar on our homepage for full details: barnescommon.org.uk
And make sure you book here: education@barnescommon.org.uk
Wednesdays
tŝůů͛ƐtĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇtŽƌŬ Parties. Check website as above
Sunday 6th January:
DŝƌĂŶĚĂ͛ƐEĞǁzĞĂƌzĂĨĨůĞƐĨŽƌĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐǁŝƚŚǇŽƵŶŐĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͘
Saturday 19th January: We will be celebrating the planting up our small orchard at Vine Road, and also the
larger project at the Former Goods Yard, with our very own Wassail. Details to follow on website, but warm
mulled cider and a Wassail Master to oversee proceedings is a definite...this community and family event is
not to be missed!
Saturday 26th January: Winter Walk ʹ join us as we find out more about our trees and all things wintry on
the Common͙we finish in the Brown Dog Barnes, for anyone wanting to warm up and enjoy a bite to eat.

This newsletter has been brought to you by editors Adrian Podmore and Andrew Wilson, all our contributors,
and our ﬂeet of wonderful volunteer posties. Photos (unless stated): Andrew Wilson and Sharon Morgan.
Please contact Sharon if you would like to be involved in any way.

