On the Common

On The Common Winter 2019_Layout 1 20/01/2020 21:57 Page 1

NEWSLETTER OF THE

FRIENDS OF BARNES COMMON

Leg o’Mutton
Local Nature Reserve

Winter 2020

A

lthough our newsletter is entitled ‘On the Common’, we are very
pleased to announce that in October, FoBC won the LBRuT contract to
look after the conservation management for Leg o’Mutton LNR. This is a
valuable wetland nature reserve and an absolute gem of a site, providing
some beautiful views and a change of scenery for our volunteers.
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From the Chairman

Vine Road Project - First steps

Having successfully received a grant from the LBRuT Community Fund,
we have now been able to start defining the scope for our proposed
project at the Vine Road Recreation Ground.

Our first step has been to undertake a preliminary ‘soft’ public
consultation that was held over four drop in sessions, three at the pavilion and one in the Olympic
Studios (for which we thank them enormously). We were able to discuss our proposals for a multipurpose, eco- friendly, low carbon Social Hub building that would serve both the recreational uses of
the park and our outdoor learning programme. Ideas for a pump track and water play area were also
outlined and supported as was landscaping being at the heart of the project, with eight interlinked
ideas including a sensory walk/garden and quiet areas with plenty of seating, suitably shaded. Around
80 people attended altogether where the feedback was overwhelmingly encouraging and positive.
We fully recognise that the needs and views of all groups need to be reflected in community projects
such as this and are looking to incorporate all users experience into our design specifications and to
reassure those who may have reservations.
Next steps will be:
•
•

encourage young people to engage with ‘ownership’ of the project.

•

look to appoint design consultants in order to prepare for formal public consultation,
leading to Planning Application.

•
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discuss our ideas with other groups within the community, particularly those who
understand special needs for all ages, as well as schools and youth groups

make preliminary approaches to third party funds
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•

for both Planning and Council approvals we will need to demonstrate strong community
support and that the recreational, community and educational elements of the project
meet all the criteria for exemption of new buildings within Metropolitan Open Land as
well as justifying building within a Conservation Area.

There is a very long way to go but so far we are encouraged. If you would like to express any views
or even become involved in the project please contact vineroadproject@barnescommon.org.uk

Vines at Vine Road

Although we know nothing of the reason Vine Cottage was so named,
except that Vine Road was named after it, we thought it would be fun and
educational to actually grow some vines in our fruit growing area at the
recreation ground.

So we have planted four varieties, including Phoenix that produces golden coloured dessert
grapes, Venus, an American variety with a dark black grape that is almost seedless, Regent, a pinkish red variety from Germany that can produce or be blended into red wines and Chasselas (Rose
Royal) that produces pale pink fruit and is best known for producing white wines in the Swiss valley region. Two of these grape varieties are actually used to make wine in the UK while the other
two make delicious dessert grapes if they have the chance to ripen.
Our vines were pot grown and 2 years old. Buds which will produce flowers begin to form in the
new growth each year, so any fruit the following year will be on ‘second year wood’. However, in
the early years, it is about encouraging healthy root formation and strength in the core stem
rather than fruit production. Hard pruning will be undertaken in the winter leaving the two
strongest branches that can be trained to the trellis. While vines are generally hardy plants and
can survive almost anything except being waterlogged, mildew and rot are always a concern,
hence the trellis is used to keep the canopy higher so any breeze keeps the fruiting area drier.

Hopefully we may get our first taste in 2020 and a first proper crop in 2021 although the only likely
guarantee is that the birds will have a field day!

3

On The Common Winter 2019_Layout 1 20/01/2020 21:49 Page 4

Common News

Leg o’Mutton LNR (Continued from the front cover)

Conservation work is already well under way with the
removal of some of the dense stands of Norway maple.
These reduce the amount of light reaching the understory,
particularly to some of the more unusual native plants on
the reserve. However, the arisings have not been wasted
but woven, very skilfully (!), by our weekly Wednesday
volunteers to create a dead hedge barrier, preventing
further disturbance to the water’s edge.

January and February will see us repairing, maintaining
and adding to the rafts, before nesting season starts. We are looking for volunteers to help us with
butterfly, dragonfly & damselfly transects during the summer months, so if you’re interested please
do get in touch! manager@barnescommon.org.uk

Hedgehogs, Bats & Birds

Although we don’t have the full report yet, hedgehogs were found with the camera trap survey
carried out with ZSL in the late summer, as well as several images of badgers which had been
expected with the presence of a set on the Common.

In October, Philip Briggs, from the Bat Conservation Trust, kindly lent us 3 audiomoth devices
which are small acoustic logger devices that can be programmed to record ultrasonic frequencies
used by bats. Although weather conditions were not ideal for bats flying with frequent heavy rain,
we recorded 6 different species, one of which was a brown long-eared bat, a first for the Common!
We hope to be able to use the audiomoth devices across the Common throughout the coming
spring & summer.

4

Our bird boxes have been checked recording a 90% success rate while we have just put up 6
treecreeper boxes and additional tawny owl and kestrel boxes across the Common, so fingers
crossed for some new occupants in the coming years.
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Citizen Science – the air that we breathe

Sharon has been working closely with St Osmund’s RC primary
school, exploring ways to use our outdoor areas as living classrooms.
The Year 6 Eco-council worked with Sharon and Carol Lee, Senior Environmental Health Air Quality Pollution Practitioner from LBRuT, to
find out more about particulate matter – and why it matters. They
installed air quality testing units in and around the school, made
predictions and recorded valuable data that will all be fed into the
Council’s statistics used to support air quality initiatives – Citizen Science at its best!

Outdoor Learning

Sharon recently applied for the Quality Badge from the Council
for Learning Outside the Classroom, an accredited provider. After
Sharon wrote a detailed assessment, we have now been approved
for the badge which is the only nationally recognised indicator of
good quality educational provision and effective risk management.

Teaching the Teachers

Now in its fourth academic year, our collaboration
with Roehampton University goes from strength
to strength, as we welcomed another 120 student
teachers, arranging bespoke sessions linking
outdoor learning with the national curriculum.
Sharon is also busy creating curriculum-linked
session plans and case studies for Key Stages 1 - 4
to inspire, spark discussion and fire imagination
about human impact, both positive and negative.
These will be ready for the Summer Term 2020,
so if you would like your school to become involved and participate please contact
education@barnescommon.org.uk

Below: Leg o’Mutton November 2019
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Café culture

Paddock Senior School continues to provide a fantastic pop-up café at the Pavilion
on Wednesdays during term-time. Deﬁnitely not to be missed, students and the
community beneﬁt from what is always a wonderful morning, full of laughter and
great food. In the summer term, this partnership will grow further: Sharon and
some post-16 students from the school will be working in the polytunnel on
Wednesdays to learn about growing salad, herbs and cut ﬂowers for the café and
the general public. Wednesday at Vine Road is deﬁnitely ‘Paddock’ Day with the
café open again as normal after the festive break – why not join us giving them a warm welcome back?

For hire – The Pavilion Our newly refurbished pavilion can also be hired for meetings,
exercise classes and parties so if you are interested, please contact Maria at the oﬃce for further
information - mrowden@barnescommon.org.uk
Wassail becomes an annual event!

Our community orchard on the Former Goods Yard is
doing really well and there was a fabulous turnout on the
18th January when James our Wassail Master, Minstrel Joe
and St Mary’s Handbell Ringers celebrated the health and
fruitfulness of our trees for the coming year with song,
story and of course, a tot of warming Cheer! Please see
back page or visit https://barnescommon.org.uk for news of future events.

Your patch - Area Champions

Several people have come forward who are interested in looking after a patch of the Common and
becoming an ‘area champion’ where the principal aim would be to keep the area tidy. We will be
looking to launch the scheme by late Jan/early Feb this year so if you would like to become involved
or just find out more, please contact Maria at the office - mrowden@barnescommon.org.uk
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Above left & right: Christmas volunteering, Santa hats optional - pictures kindly provided by Will.
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‘Travels with my Camera’

Local photographer and Friend of Barnes Common,
Andrew Wilson, brings us up to date with what’s been
catching his eye on the Common recently. You can follow
Andrew’s ‘travels’ on Twitter and Instagram @wildlondonpics

It was an incredibly wet autumn and as we go to press on this
edition of OTC, the rain has only just let up. However, there is an
upside to all this precipitation, the warm and wet conditions did
mean it was a fabulous season for Fungi and if you knew where to
look the common was alive with the little organisms. They exist
everywhere and the parts you see in the countryside at this time of
year are just the ‘fruiting’ elements, that distribute the seeds or
spores, with the rest found either under ground or inside the host,
rotting trees for instance. Pictures: on the right, Fly Agaric. Below:
Mycena plus a photobombing Robin.

The last Small Copper
on the Common

Those followers of my work will
know that I am particulary fond of
butterﬂies and I was pleased to
have captured the picture on the
right in October, which turned out
to be literally the last small copper
on the common this season. I was
especially pleased when it was
picked by several organisations at
the time as their winning picture of
the week.
This newsletter has been brought to you by editors Adrian Podmore and Andrew Wilson, all our contributors,
and our ﬂeet of wonderful volunteer posties. Photos (unless stated): Andrew Wilson and Sharon Morgan.
Please contact Sharon if you would like to be involved in any way.
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ADDRESS
LABEL

FEBRUARY EVENTS, WORK PARTIES AND HALFHALF TERM ACTIVITIES

DATES FOR DIARY
2nd Yaffles is back
17th Crafty Science half-term fun for 7+
18th Art in Nature half-term family fun under 7͛Ɛ
Wills͛ Wednesday Work Parties
HELP NEEDED:
Calling any graphic designers͙. we want to change
our SLOWER logo. Please contact Sharon if you can
help!

TO BOOK or FIND OUT MORE:
https://barnescommon.org.uk/calendar/

On the Common is published by The Friends of Barnes Common, Charity number 1153079.
The paper we use for our newsletter is FSC certiﬁed & sourced from sustainable resources.

